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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:  Joy Williamson
February 17, 2009
(512) 416-9735 or joy@sundragon.org
SERA BONDS, FOUNDER OF CIRCLE OF HEALTH INTERNATIONAL, TO KICK OFF “FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE” SPEAKER SERIES
AUSTIN – Sera Bonds, founder of Circle of Health International, will give a presentation entitled “In Defense of Self: The Politics of Women’s Health in War and Disaster Areas” on Monday, March 16 at 7:00pm.  A discussion and reception will follow the presentation.  This free event is sponsored by Sun Dragon Martial Arts & Self Defense and will take place at their school at 4534 West Gate Boulevard, Suite 101.
Ms. Bonds, formerly of Austin, founded Circle of Health International in 2004 to draw attention to conflict- and disaster-affected women’s reproductive health needs on an international scale.  She has worked with rural midwives in northern India, Guatemala, Tibet, Palestine, tsunami-affected Sri Lanka and Israel; with commercial sex workers on issues of HIV/AIDS in Vietnam; with female evacuees from hurricanes Rita and Katrina in Louisiana; and with refugee communities in Boston, Massachusetts. Ms. Bonds currently serves as a visiting lecturer and Public Health Scholar-In-Residence at Ben Gurion University in Be’er Sheba, Israel, and was recently selected as a recipient of Boston University School of Public Health’s Distinguished Alumni Award.

This event is the first in the new “Fighting for Justice” speaker series launched by Sun Dragon Martial Arts & Self Defense to commemorate their 20th anniversary.  The series will explore different forms of social violence and the work that is being done to address them.  Sun Dragon Martial Arts & Self Defense is a non-profit karate and self defense school located in South Austin.  Their mission is to support the physical and spiritual empowerment of all through training in conflict resolution, self defense, and the martial arts.
Co-sponsors of this event include Austin Women’s Health Center, BookWoman, Central Texas Midwives, Interfaith Coalition for Palestinian Rights, SafePlace and YWCA Austin.  For more information, contact Joy Williamson at (512) 416-9735 or joy@sundragon.org.
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